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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a document printing system 
which simplifies the designating method of a printing request when 
printing in multiple copies and a large amount of documents and reduces 

turnaround until the completion of printing by averaging the operating a . ib 

ratios of printers pluraily installed. 

SOLUTION: A computer system has a means capable of regarding a 
plurality of physical printers 2 as a single logical printer, a means for 
defining a master/ slave relation in the physical printers regarded as the 
single logical printer, a means allowing a master device to fetch the 
individual ability of each slave printer, a means for discriminating a slave 
printer capable of processing the printing job when a document printing 
request is issued, a means for monitoring the operating state of the 
slave printer, a means for distributing the printing job to a proper slave 
printer and a means for informing a request source of the printing 
completion of a document. 
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